
NOTES 

LIGHTNING 
The effect of lightning on trees has come in for some notice 

lately and this short note is published as a contribution to the, at 
present, rather sketchy knowledge of the subject. 

About two years ago the writer's attention was drawn to a 
patch of yellow bracken fern about a chain across in an experimental 
area of five-year-old, wide spaced Pinus vadinta. On investigation 
it was found that a lightning discharge had apparently come to earth 
and doubtless the heat generated was responsible for the yellow 
nature of the fern, for that elsewhere was quite normal. The light- 
ning had struck the top of a small ridge, within a foot or less of the 
base of a pine and had ploughed a straight furrow some 75 links 
long and about 18 inches wide and the same deep down one side 
of the ridge. On the other side of the ridge there was a similar but 
shorter and shallower furrow. The earth around the roots had been 
removed from one side of the tree only and the bark from the roots 
was missing, though there was no sign of burning. The tree itself 
was untouched, but died later. None of the surrounding trees, which 
are at 15 foot spacing, were affected. 

J. L. Harrison-Smith. 

REVIEWS 

THE OXFORD SYSTEM OF DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION FOR 
FORESTRY. Commonwealth Agricultural Bureau, England. 
Price lo/-. 

This system of classification for forestry supersedes what was 
widely known as the Flury System. As an indication of its considered 
worth, the new Oxford System has been adopted by the International 
Union of Forest Research Organizations. In addition, it has been 
recommended by F A 0  for adoption in forestry.libraries generally. 

The working of the System is simply and clearly explained in an 
introductory section. There are ten primary heads in the subject 
classification and these, with their relevant sub-heads and divisions, 
give complete coverage of the wide field of forestry. 

A. D. McK. 




