
OBITUARY 
Norman Hargrave Taylor 

O.B.E., D.Sc., F.R.S.N.Z., Hon. M.N.Z.I.F., F.N.Z.I.A.S. 

Norman Taylor, whose life 
and work were an inspiration 
to his colleagues in New Zea- 
land soil science, died oa 25 
October, 1975. Born in 1900, 
Dr Taylor attended Auckland 
Grammar Schomol, Auckland 
Training College, and Auck- 
and and Victoria Universities. 
He was employed by the 
Auckland Educatbn Board 
f0.r 11 years, joined the Geo- 
logical Survey in 1928, and 
was a leading member of the 
New Zealand Soil Survey 
from 1930. Early in his career 
he investigated the incidence 
of "bush sickness" in the 
centre of the North Island, 

and relate~d it to s'oil types. He also developed the study of 
soils in the fidd in re1atio.n to their formation. Within a short 
time the impact of his work and his enthusiasm brought him 
into contact with people working in agriculture and in 
forestry. His detailed surveys, both local and regional, led to 
a more logical approach to land use, increased dievelopment 
of marginal land, and improved fertiliser practice. He was in- 
volved with the first aerial topdressing trials in New Zaaland, 
and b,ecame increasingly invollved with national csmmittees 
working on specific land-use problems, incidence of diseases, 
and soil and water conservation. Rims appro,ach was practical, 
and his opinions were based on observation, description and 
interpretation of the soil and its natural environment. 

D r  Taylor became director of the Soil Bureau in 1945. He 
was instrumental in developing a c~mprehens.ive approach to 
soil knowledge and its application, and he brought about uni- 
formity in soil classification. His particip;ati,on was widely 
sought after, and he was a member of the Grassland Associa- 
tion, Ecological Society, a Fellow of the Institute of Agricul- 
tural Science, and an Hono.rary Member of the Institute of 
Folresters. The founder of the New Zealanid Society of Soil 
Science, he was twice its president, and saw it grow to a body 
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of over 500 members scattered over the globe. He was elected 
a Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand in 1956, and 
was awarded the O.B.E. in 1960 for services to science and 
the development of scientific agriculture. After his retirement 
in 1962 he inaugurated a course in peidology at Victoria Uni- 
versity, worked for the Soil Conservation Council, and was 
convener of the Royal Society's Committee on water resources. 
In 1964 he was awarded an Honorary DSc. by Massey Uni- 
versity. 

Internationally he became foreign consultant on solil classifi- 
cation to the US. Department of Agriculture in 1956, and in 
1960 served on the Council of the International Society of 
Soil Science. He was chairman of Commission 5 for the periold 
1956-60 and in 1962 was elected President of the Society's 
International Conference. He was influential in maintaining 
rapid progress on the compilation of a Wolrld Soil Map, a 
project undertaken by the International Solil Soiciety with the 
backing of FA0 and Unesco. He visiteidi Mexico and other 
Central American countries on advisory missions for FAO, 
and is remembered for his practical advice in Egypt, Eire, and 
Turkey. 

Norman Taylor and I first met at Whangarei where he 
worked in 1940 on the reconnaissance survey of the North 
Island. His office was a tin shed on the wharf and his efforts 
single-handed. In the few days of our meeting he managed to 
instil an obscure person, about to be ind,ucted folr war ser- 
vice, with an interest in soil knowledge which was to be last- 
ing. Tall and powerfully built, with a shock of white hair and 
a glint of humour in his eyes, he made a subtle and keen con- 
tribution to any subject under discussion. He had an endear- 
ing personality and a compassionate mind, and his unity of 
purpose, enthusiasm, and scientific vision will be remembereld. 

Harry Jacks 


