
Obituary 
Mr J. T. Currie, OBE. 
During 1985, Jim Currie died at the age 
of 7l years after quite a short illness. Jim 
was a Full Member of this Institute. 

An Australian by birth, he had come 
to New Zealand in 1945 to a new NZ 
Forest Products Limited appointment as 
Wood Technologist. He was to become 
very well known in the forest products 
industry in New Zealand, affectionately 
recognised as "Big Jim" for all the 
reasons that that title might conjure up. 
While not an active member of the In- 
stitute, he took a great interest in for- 
estry, logging, sawmilling and timber 
marketing. His contribution that way 
was substantial. 

Jim Currie commenced his work in 
the industry by joining the Forest Pro- 
ducts Division of CSIRO in Melbourne. 
He was seconded to Australian Military 
Service during World War I1 on the 
timber supply side, particularly on 
aspects of plywood supply for the war 
effort. Hence his appointment as a wood 
technologst in New Zealand. 

By the end of 1945, Jim had been 
posted to Pinedale Sawmill, just outside 

Putarum, in a technical position. His 
first real introduction to the forest was 
during the 1946 Taupo fires when he had 
relief su ervisory roles during fire fight- 
ing in t 1 e company's forests. He was 
never to forget that experience and 
always took a great interest in forest fire 
protection, the Forest and Rural Fires 
Act and the operations of the Tokoroa 
Rural Fire District Committee. Jim mov- 
ed to Tokqroa when the complex at 
Kinleith was being developed, namely 
the sawmill in 1950 and the first pulp 
and paper mills in 1953. The green belt 
established around the site is partly due 
to the risks he could see to the mills were 
another forest fire to be experienced like 
that of 1946. Jim's drive and energy were 
recognised by his appointment to Asso- 
ciate Director in 1959, Director of Forest, 
Logging and Timber Operations in 1961 
and Resident Director, Kinleith in 1963. 
He was to become Joint Deputy Manag- 
ing Director of NZ Forest Products 
Limited in 1973, still based at b le i th ,  
and Joint Managing Director in 1978. 
He retired in 1979. 

Jim Currie took an active part in forest 
industry affairs. From 1949 to 1973 he 
was on the Executive of the NZ Saw- 
millers Federation but never President. 
During that time he was associated with 

such well known names as Fletcher, 
Carter, Pollard, Mason, Buckett and 
Perham. He helped form the Council of 
the Timber Industry, encouraged the 
formation of the NZ Forest Owners 
Association and was an early member 
of the origmal New Zealand Forestry 
Council. Jim travelled widely and was 
well known in many parts of the world. 

But Jim's interests and encourage- 
ment did not stop at work. As an early 
resident of Tokoroa, and as a senior 
member of the company staff, he gave 
generously of his time to solve the grow- 
ing pains of the burgeoning town. ? hex 
were particularly necessary in the areas 
of housing, camps, education, sporting 
and cultural facilities. There were never 
enough of these necessities and Jim us- 
ed all his imagination to help solve the 
shortages. Because of his hard work in 
this area, he became a well known figure 
to the residents and workers of the 
Tokoroa-Kinleith district. He will be 
remembered for a long time. He saw the 
exotic forest industry in this country 
grow enormously during his 40 years in 
New Zealand. 

A. W. Grayburn 

Forestry Handbook. 
Edited by H. Levack 
The N.Z. Institute of Foresters is pub- 
lishing a second edition of the very 
popular Forestry Handbook. The first 
edition was published in 1977 and has 
been unavailable for several years. 
Much of the material in the old edition 
is now dated. 

The new edition has been complete- 
ly revised and covers a wider range of 
topics in forestry and allied fields. The 
emphasis is on New Zealand practices. 
Some 75 people have contributed to the 
revision. 

This handbook may be ordered 
through the Institute of Foresters (see 
advertisement). 

Plantation Forestry with Pinus 
radiata - Review Papers Peter B. 

Lavery. Paper No. 12, School of 
Forestry, University of Canterbury, 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 

This is a 'guide to the literature' on 
Pinus radiuta, the world's most suc- 
cessful exotic species. The papers, 
which were originally written as part of 
an M. ForSci. at the School of Forestry, 
cover these broad areas: 
Papers I: Current status, Prospects and 
Management strategies 
Papers 11: Growth Characteristics, 
Wood Properties and Outturn Rel- 
ationships. 
Papers 111: Environment and Growth, 
Land Classification and Productivity 
Rating. 

The publication, which will be about 
250 pages in length, will be available for 
purchase later this year. 

BOOKREVIEWS 1 
Research needs 

for shelter 
Shelter Research Needs In Relation To 
Primary Production: The Report of the Na- 
tional Shelter Working Party. Edited by 
J.W. Sturrock. 1984. Water and Soil 
Miscellaneous Publication No. 59, Ministry 
of Works and Development, Wellington. 
$10. 113p. 

This publication results from an inter- 
departmental working party set up in 
1979 to study the research needs for 
shelter in New Zealand. The working 
party, chaired by Dr Harvey Smith, had 
14 members drawn from the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search, Forest Research Institute, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Ministry of Works and Development, 
Catchment Boards, Lincoln College and 
N.Z. Farm Forestry Association. The 
report takes the form of a series of 
papers. 
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