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A conference convened by the Tree 
Council and the Centre for Continuing 
Education was held at Auckland Univer
sity from June 1-3 this year. 

In some respects the seminar just rein
forced what I already knew, with the 
speakers putting the views of the groups 
they were associated with. I am fairly 
well aware of the position of the Royal 
Forest and Bird Protection Society on 
indigenous forests, and I am fairly fami
liar with the view of Geoff Chavasse 
(forester) that basic concepts like sustain
able management and conservation have 
come to mean something they really are 
not. 

However, having said that, there were 
many aspects to the conference which 
were new to me. David Bellamy was bril
liant just for the enthusiasm and enter
tainment he brought. He also reinforced 
the important message that we must be 
managing ecosystems and all parts of the 
ecosystems interact with one another. 
Trees are such an essential part of ecosy
stems because so much of the world's 
biota is associated with trees. Conserva
tion is about saving world diversity in the 
Bellamy view. 

David Bellamy spent a day on the East 
Cape and noted that he had only seen 
erosion of the same degree in Nepal and 
California. His message was that you 
simply cannot afford to wait to reafforest 
the area. Radiata pine must be put on it 
immediately, with areas of native bush 
where practicable. Another important 
message from David Bellamy was that 
New Zealand's small population does 
make it difficult to fund many projects 
such as rehabilitation of the East Cape. 

Of the other speakers the messages of 
importance that came through to me 
were: 

Policy statement 
(continued) 

• Government must financially assist all 
facets of education and vocational 
training, including secondary and 
polytechnic courses, universities and 
operator training programmes. 

• Government must accept this fact and 
ensure consistency of policy so that 
forestry investment can reach its pot
ential in providing a resource at 
minimum cost, which can be the basis 
for the whole community in New Zea
land. 

• The need to educate children about 
trees and conservation. This was the 
thrust of both Maori speakers and the 
focus ofthe action they are taking. Other 
speakers tended to forget this and got 
carried away with tree planting projects 
(which really will have minimal impact) 
and wanting more government money 
for everything. 
• Do not expect too much from Maori 
in terms of them understanding the tra
ditional Maori ways. The majority have 
never had this taught to them. 
• Possums are a real issue and conserva
tionists are prepared to accept poisoning 
while recognising that it does not pro
vide a long-term solution. 
• There is still a lot of support for a total 
ban on the export of all indigenous wood 
products, although the motion that was 
finally passed only sought restrictions o 
the export of sawn timber, logs and 
chips. 
• There seems to be acceptance that 
plantations are good, that we should 
have more of them to provide a product 
that the world needs and one that is envi
ronmentally friendly. 
• There is not much mileage to be 
gained from the concept of plantations 
for mitigating C 0 2 build up. Wood is 
fine as a carbon store, but ultimately it is 
going to break down and release the 
carbon. It was seen to be like the 
problem of disposal of nuclear waste. It 
would be a short-term measure which 
may buy some time, but it did not 
address the causes of the problem. 
• There still seems to be a feeling that 
some issues, like the possum, the East 
Cape and research, are all problems 
which will be resolved if you throw 
enough money at them. 

The objective ofthe conference was to 
produce a New Zealand manifesto for 
trees. With the exception of one or two 
hard-line conservationists there was rea
sonable agreement on the general direc
tion this manifesto should take. 

The manifesto will be formally pres
ented for input to the National Forest 
Policy. 

Xhe keynote address was delivered by 
David Bellamy who carried the audience 
from Britain to New Zealand with 
examples of environmental issues. Like 
all Bellamy performances the presenta
tion was quite brilliant and an amazing 
array of statistics and assessments held 
everyone spellbound. His message was 
about ecosystems and the way all the 
components interact. The human spe

cies can use the ecosystem but must 
understand the interactions. 

A few Bellamy comments of note: 

• There are 16 million species on earth 
(plants and animals) and none can sur
vive on their own, i.e. they all need to 
interact with other species. 
• Every 24 hours 30 species become 
extinct and 100,000 people die from mal
nutrition. 
• The area of the world originally 
covered in trees was about 70 million 
square kilometres. 
• If all living matter was burned today 
about 7250 billion tonnes of C 0 2 would 
be released into the atmosphere. 
• Roots of trees stabilise about 20% of 
the earth's soil. 
• Some 80% of the earth's biota are 
associated with trees. 
• 15,000 years ago there were five mil
lion people on earth. Today there are 5.3 
billion people and the earth has become 
a global city. 
• The pollution of Poland and Romania 
today is no worse than the pollution in 
Britain 40 years ago. 
• Children today are not interested in 
science because it is associated with 
"nasty things" like Chernobyl. 
• 40% of the children around the Aral 
Sea are dying of cancer because the 
native ecosystems have been destroyed. 
• The Himalayan mountains are grow
ing so fast they could supply all the 
world's minerals. 
• 25% of all species on earth are in the 
South East Asian countries. 
• Tropical forests are in C 0 2 equili
brium with absorption and release each 
occurring for about 12 hours a day. 
• The most effective way of providing a 
carbon sink would be to harvest all the 
tropical forests, store the wood (Lock
wood houses maybe) and grow another 
crop of tropical forests. 
• 64% of Australia is eroding, due to 
the overgrazing of land originally in 
native bush. 
• For every one tonne of wheat grown 
in Australia 14 tonnes of soil are 
destroyed, mainly because they have 
been cleared of forest and are affected 
by salination. 
• The Tree Trust in Western Australia 
is looking to plant 10 billion trees to 
overcome their salination problems. 
• The tropical forests in Queensland 
are the most ancient in the world and 
contain the basic genetic stock that gave 
rise to the flowering plant. 
• New Zealand has the most "switched 
on" conservation bodies in the world. 
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• The real problem facing New Zealand 
is the 100 million possums which are pla
cing forests under a real threat. 
• The other problem is New Zealand 
has only 3.2 million people to generate 
the wealth to overcome the possum and 
other problems. 
• We have probably destroyed about 10 
million hectares of native forest. 
• There is a myopic reliance on one spe
cies. 
• Plantations have saved an enormous 
amount of native wood and they are a 

fantastic resource. 
• The only grumble about plantations is 
that they do not provide good habitat for 
biota. 
• We should be generating technology 
for native forest plantations, and it's 
nonsense to suggest that we cannot 
achieve this. Macintosh Ellis had not 
worked out the technology for exotic 
plantations in 1920, but was the initiator 
of their success. 
• Conservationists must allow native 
plantations to be harvested. 

• Native plantations would help get 
back the natural balance of ecosystems. 
• The dodgiest economy in the world is 
that of Japan because it relies totally on 
international trade. Japan would start to 
starve in three days if trade stopped, 
whereas New Zealand would survive. 

The conclusion was that trees are 
needed to put the world back in working 
order. David Bellamy believes that each 
country should be aiming for 35% of its 
land area to be covered by native trees. 

1 THE NEW ZEALAND TREE MANIFESTO 
June 3,1990 

WHEREAS Conservation of the land, fertile soil and a healthy ecology should be recognised as paramount con
siderations in all tree programmes; 

AND WHEREAS the depletion of New Zealand's indigenous forests within the past century has been excessive and has 
not been replaced by regeneration or plantation forests; 

AND WHEREAS the domestic and international need for wood as the most environmentally benign and efficient 
source of raw material and energy is increasing and will continue to increase; 

AND WHEREAS the spiritual, aesthetic and cultural values of trees call for acknowledgement in all policy framing 

THEREFORE BE IT KNOWN 
that we the Tree Conference assembled at Auckland this third day of June 1990 do resolve and 
declare: 

(1) that all our remaining indigenous forests be preserved and protected as the heritage of New Zea
land's ancient diverse and unique environment and that increasing the stock of native forest is best 
done by protecting regenerating seed beds such as in fernland and scrubland; 

(2) that all indigenous trees be given the maximum possible protection, nationally and locally, other 
than where planted and managed for harvesting purposes; 

(3) that the export of indigenous wood as sawn timber, saw log, or chip, be discontinued; 

(4) that New Zealand's landscape diversity with potential for recreation and tourism should be recog
nised in our tree policies; 

(5) that encouragement of the forest-growing industry through research and planning, using all available 
fiscal means, be national policy; 

(6) that planting and maintenance of our plantation forest resource should receive high priority from the 
public sector; 

(7) that in the interests of soil and land protection, replanting on East Cape and other degraded and ero
dable areas must receive high priority in national finance and regional employment; 

(8) that encouragement should be given to innovative indigenous and exotic forestry for species diversi
fication; 

(9) that the utilisation of indigenous wood should be from trees specifically planted and cultivated, not 
from intrusion into public heritage forests; 

(10) that potential could exist for management of private indigenous forests subject to strict conservation 
criteria; 

(11) that the immense potential for employment in all aspects of forestry, wood technology and mar
keting should be recognised and expressed in New Zealand's tree policies; 

(12) agroforestry should be encouraged as a normal use of agricultural land with the benefit of present 
and ongoing research; 

(13) that basic research and development in conservation and production forestry must be adequately 
funded; 

(14) that local processing, added value, and the stimulation of traditional crafts should be encouraged in 
all utilisation of New Zealand forest resources; 

(15) that local government authorities should observe professional standards of arboricultural practice on 
all publicly-owned trees and should adopt appropriate blanket protection, including environmental 
impact requirements; 

(16) that special fiscal incentives and rating concessions be used to encourage covenanting of trees on pri
vate land; 

(17) that protection of forests from invasive animals, plants and pathogens calls for urgent eradication 
and control programmes; 

(18) in light of the foregoing, an overall campaign should be developed and adequately funded immedia
tely to educate all New Zealanders in the importance of trees. 
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