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The Age of Chivalry may be past, but there are still heroes in the 
land—-adventurous spirits ready to dare the wilderness and blaze 
trails for the more timorous to follow. Tentative tracks in numbers 
have been cut into the wilderness of eucalyptology but no sure and 
certain main routes have been established. The day of the pioneer is 
still with us. No one knows how many species of eucalypts there 



are in Australia, few have any critical knowledge of even a tithe of 
them, diverse views are held on the incidence of hybridism, and there 
are nomenclatural problems innumerable. Yet the economic import
ance of many species is so great that any determined effort to resolve 
the brohclingnagian puzzle should be sympathetically considered. 

Blakely's closely printed book is the result of immense lab
ours, and is, as he says in the preface, "the most comprehensive 
descriptive work of the genus ever published, comprising 500 species 
and 138 varieties.'" The author fully recognises that the last word 
has not been said, and that "the Eucalyptus survey is incomplete in 
every state of the Commonwealth." He considers, "Apart from its 
purely scientific aspect, the utility and ecological notes and range 
may be of special interest to apiarists, seed collectors, foresters, en
tomologists, horticulturists, dendrologists, oil distillers and others." 
As one of the "others" the reviewer has found this valiant effort to 
provide tracks through a bewildering jungle of considerable help. 
He lias in his preliminary excursions occasionally become completely 
"bushed," but that may be mainly due to inexperience in following 
the blazes. Even the main direction-boards have occasioned him 
some difficulty of interpretation, but always some enlightenment has 
come. To an Australian worker, provided with ample material, the 
keys would probably prove less difficult of following. These are 
based on anther morphology, which to a beginner offers many pitfalls. 
I t is also inevitable that one's material should often prove inadequate 
for following the ramifications of the key, but the wonder is that the 
author has covered the field so extensively as he has. 

The descriptions of the species are concise and useful, and the 
added notes of considerable value. The book is essential to any 
serious worker on the eucalypts, whether he class himself as an 
"Euealyptologist," or not. 

Hall's task was a much less formidable one, though not 
lacking in grave difficulties. At the start we read that "there are 
some 80-—90 species represented in New Zealand," which suggests 
that a detailed census is still awaiting the taking. "Fortunately," 
Hall remarks, "most of the species are fairly distinctive and their 
identification not difficult when good dendiological material is avail
able." Unfortunately one has to stress the "fairly," and the re
viewer has more often than not found himself asked to pronounce 
on specimens that were far from "good" whether "dendiologically" or 
merely botanically. Hall separates the species considered, into 
groups based on bark-characters and mainly depends upon fruit char
acters for his further division. So far as the reviewer has been able 
to rest them, the fruit characters have been carefully examined and 
compared by the author, and the key should be a help towards a 
better knowledge of the eucalypts met with in New Zealand. 

H.H.A. 


