
In addition there will be sessions for miscellaneous papers apart from 
symposia, enabling work of an independent nature to be reported." 

Forestry has been included in a section jointly with Agriculture 
and Soil Science and the topics selected for symposia are : 

1. Marginal land (Sub-topic dealing with Animal-Plant Rela- 
tionships jointly with Botanists and Zoologists). 

2. Hydrology and Land Use (Jointly with Geologists). 
3. Irrigation and Drainage. 
4. Trace Elements. 
5. Plant and Animal Breeding (Jointly with Geneticists and 

Cytologists). 
The accent throughout is on problems of land use and special 

reference will be made to the soil, agricultural and forest problems of 
the Auckland gum-lands, the Hawke's Bay hill country, the Nelson 
Moutere gravels, and the Canterbury clay foothills and shingle plains. 
It is hoped that foresters will be well represented among the speakers, 
in the discussions and in the audiences. All papers will be brief 
and to the point. 

A tentative programme from the morning of Tuesday, 15th, to 
Monday, 21st May has been prepared. The Secretary of the Agri- 
culture, Forestry and Soil Science Section is Professor L. W. McCaskill, 
Lincoln College, Private Bag, Christchurch. Mr. J. T. Holloway, 
P.O. Box 513, Christchurch, is the representative of the New Zealand 

I Institute of Foresters on the General Committee of the Congress. 
Hotel accommodation is limited and bookings should be made as 

early as possible. 
New Publication Series-The Forest Research Institute, Rotorua,, 

1 has begun publication of "Forest Research Notes." Vol. 1, No. 1, 
issued in July, 1950, contains a bibliography of Pinus radiata prepared 
by A. P. Thomson. This new series is in type script printed by an 
offset process in a quarto format. 

A parallel series of "Forest Products Research Notes" is in 
preparation. 

OBITUARY 
A. C. Forbes, O.B.E. 

Advice has been received of the death of one of the Institute's - 
oldest honorary members, Mr. A. C. Forbes, of Killiney, Co. Dublin, 
Eire. For many years before his retirement in 1930, Mr. Forbes was 
Director of Forestry in the Irish Free State. In  this capacity he was 
personally known to a few of the older members of the Institute who 
had the privilege of meeting him when he visited New Zealand with 
the Empire Forestry Conference in 1928. Even a t  that date, he was 
one of the oldest of the delegates ; and his standing and experience 
were high and unquestioned. At the time of his retirement he had 
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served for 25 years as Head of his Forestry Department ; and before 
that he had been for some time Lecturer in Forestry a t  the now long- 
closed School of Forestry a t  Newcastle. C. P. Ackers, writing in his 
modern work "Practical British Forestry" describes him as even then 
(somewhere about 1905) "One of the best and most practical foresters" 
in Britain. His forestry work, therefore, reaches back to an era long 
before any of the present members of the N.Z. Institute of Foresters 
were initiated into the profession : and only the oldest of us can even 
dimly visualise the changes in knowledge and in practice that he saw 
take place and 'that he in some measure helped to bring about. Yet 
he maintained to the last his full interest in forestry and his full 
appreciation of modern developments and objectives : and better 
still, his activity and participation in field work. He was both a 
field forester and a lucid writer on forests and forestry. His "Devel- 
opment of British Forestry" was published as long ago as 1914: 
and is still a classic on the subject repaying reperusal if a copy can be 
secured. Numerous papers appeared in many forestry periodicals : 
and in the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, notably on matters 
connected with the gradual disappearance of forests from Western 
Ireland and the history of peat and peat bog formation. At the time 
of his retirement, the editorial columns of the Empire Forestry 
Journal recorded that "for the past thirty years there have been few 
more prolific writers on silvicultural subjects, nor any whose recom- 
mendations could more safely be followed." Since that time occas- 
ional papers have appeared from his pen ; and New Zealand and its 
forestry was one of his favourite subjects. His paper on New Zealand 
conifers published in 1932 by the Royal Horticultural Society, in its 
Conifer Conference Report entitled "Conifers in Cultivation," merits 
and will always merit careful study by all New Zealand foresters. In  
i t  he drew attention to the "formidable competition" set up by the 
fern colonies characteristic of the New Zealand forest floor to all forms 
of forest tree regeneration-probably the first writer to stress strongly 
this most significant factor. 

In  spite of his pre-eminence as a forester and his erudition in 
forestry, however, i t  is as a man and as a friend that those foresters 
who had the privilege of knowing him will always remember him. 
His humanity, his kindliness, his modesty and his wit will always 
remain a pleasant memory to his colleagues, however junior. The 
Institute has lost a truly illustrious Honorary Member. Its sympathy 
is extended to his family, of whom its Hon. Treasurer is the youngest 
member. 

C. M. SMITH. 


