
REVIEWS 
Forests and Men-By W. B. Greeley. Doubleday & Co., New York, 

1951. pp. 255. $ 3.00. 

In  Forests and Men, Greeley looks back over the first half century 
of forestry in the United States. Following the initial crusade by 
Pinchot, Schenck and Fernow, with their European inspiration, 
came the conservation movement of the early years of the century 
finding its political expression in Theodore Roosevelt, creator of the 
National Forests and founder of the U.S. Forest Service. Greeley 
entered this service in 1905, and was its Chief from 1920 until 1928. 
He therefore writes with both knowledge and feeling of the growth 
and development of this organization which has become so largely 
the prototype of the public forest administrations of the self-govern- 
ing British dominions. 

Having seen the U.S. Forest Sersive through its early years of 
hammering out on the ground a concrete and workable application of 
forestry principles to the National Forests, Greeley resigned in 1928 
to  join the West Coast Timberman's Association, and so to take up 
a new field of forestry endeavour, that of leading the timber industry 
along the path of sustained yield production from the vast areas of 
privately held forest lands. 

I n  this field Greeley's trail blazing has been as conspicuously 
successful as was Pinchot's earlier work in the field of public forestry ; 
as is witnessed by the vast strides taken by the lumbering industry 
over the past twenty years. It has been a long journey from "Cut 
out and move on" to "Trees forever," and it has not been an easy 
one in the face of such economic deterrents as fires, unsound tax laws 
and an over-capitalized industry, but it has been accomplished through 
the two mainsprings which have motivated Greeley's life-long policy 
both in and out of the Government Service : co-operation and con- 
crete example, worked out on the ground. 

While the book appeals more strongly to the reviewer than to 
most other New Zealanders, through personal knowledge of many of 
the people, places and events, every forester will enjoy its obvious 
sincerity, its down-to-earth practicality, and its humour. There is 
also much in what Greeley has to say, particularly regarding the 
relative fields of public and private forestry, which is worth the con- 
sideration of all New Zealand foresters, as we shape our plans for the 
next stage of forest development in this country. 

F.E.H. 

Principles of Wood Preservation-By J. H. Smith and D. R. Carr. 
N.Z. Forest Service Information Series No. 10. pp. 52. Govern- 
ment Printer, Wellington, 1950. 

The bulletin covers the whole field of wood preservation under 
the headings : causes of wood deterioration ; economics of timber 
preservation ; principles of wood preservation ; and preservatives 



and treatments suggested for common purposes. To cover such a 
field in the short space of fifty pages obviously calls for a great deal of 
compression, and the main aim of the bulletin is not to serve as a 
manual of preservation practice but to interest the timber user, and 
broaden his horizon as to the general scope, aims and fields of timber 
preservation-an.essentia1 development in connection with the wider 
use of exotic timbers in New Zealand. 

A great deal of interesting information is presented, based on 
American practices developed and proved over the past twenty years, 
together with suggestions as to fields of application which may prove 
economically sound in New Zealand. . 

It is felt that readability has suffered through excessive com- 
pression, but the writers obviously know their field, and it may be 
hoped that they will follow up their initial effort with a fuller treat- 
ment of the local position, which may serve as a manual of New 
Zealand practice in timber preservation, for which a need is already 
becoming evident. 

P.E.H. 

New Zealand Ferns-By H. B. Dobbie. Fourth edition, revised and 
edited with additional matter by Marguerite Crookes, M.A. pp. 
406. Whitcombe & Tombs Ltd., 1951. Price 401-. 

The appearance of this revised edition of "New Zealand Ferns" 
should be very welcome both to laymen and botanists throughout 
the country. The lack of such a publi6ation in such a popular field 
of botany has been felt for many years. 

This book is presented in a very similar style to previous editions. 
Each species described is illustrated with a photograph of living 
material-usually of the whole plant, with additional detailed views 
of small portions of fertile fronds. This mode of presentation should 
recommend the book to the layman for whom illustrations have more 
meaning than technically worded botanical descriptions. Almost 
all the plates are those used in the previous edition ; reproduction of 
these plates unfortunately is not as good as in the earlier editions, 
and is certainly not up to the standard that one usually expects to 
find in modern publications. Dobbie's very human anecdotes still 
enliven the book and one can recapture his wonder when he first 
viewed a kidney fern, or his anxiety as he waited for the arrival by 
train of a specimen of the fragile Prince of Wales feather which he 
hoped to photograph. 

Miss Crookes' reorganisation of Dobbie's material and numerous 
additions have done much to render the book of greater value to the 
student of botany. More up-to-date views of botanical classification 
and more accurate botanical language has been employed. The 
original descriptions have been unobtrusively amended and extended 


