PRESIDENTIAL REVIEW
F. E. HUTCHINSON
As those attending the 1955 Annual Meeting at Whangarei will
recall, the Presidential address, being general in nature, was stood
over to allow more time for papers dealing with the specific theme
of the meeting. In submitting it for publication at this time, it has
been noted that since the Annual Meeting much of its original content has already been better said by others, while some also has been
rendered obsolete by the march of events. It has therefore been
recast and is presentkd now in the form of a general review of the
present forestry scene.
In such a review, mention must first be made of the impending
completion of the Tasman plant at Kawerau, which will give New
Zealand its first newsprint industry, and which will complete the
series of saw and pulp mills designed to utilize the Kaingaroa Forest.
The successful completion of this great project has been most
fittingly recognized by Her Majesty in conferring the honour of the
C.B.E. upon our fellow member Alex Entrican, who is not only
himself the greatest single contributor, but who, as Director of
Forestry, also personifies the very large number of other members
of our Institute, many unfortunately no longer with us today, who
have been associated with the development of this project over the
past forty years.
This happy occurrence is fittingly given special treatment elsewhere
in this Journal.
Tasman newsprint will add another major pulp product to New
Zealand's economy, and will mark a further significant stride along
the road of self-sufficiency, pioneered by Whakatane cardboard,
Penrose building board, and Kinleith kraft.
In all, it would appear that next year a log volume of approximately
223 million cubic feet of radiata pine and other associated species
will be required to feed the pulping plants of this country.
In sawn timber, statistics for the year 1954/55 show a pine* cut
of 282 million bd. ft. in a total sawn production of 616 million bd.
ft., both figures being the highest yet recorded in our history.
On these figures it may be expected that by next year the total
required input of pine timber will be in the order of 82 million cubic
feet per annum of log volume, while expansions already in hand
by various organizations in both sawmilling &d pulping fields promise
:"he
figure of 282 million bd. ft., though mostly Pinus radiata, includes
Pinus laricio and other Pinus spp. The total production of exotic timber,
including genera other than Pinus, was 292 million bd. ft. In subsequent
paragraphs the term pine as used by the President denotes exotic softwoods
.generally.-Ed.

