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table for exotic conifers (N.Z. For. Svce. Tech. Pap. No. 7, 1955) 
the Australian table cannot be used as a two-dimensional volume 
table for common or average measures of form and bark thickness. 
On the other hand it is easier to use in the field as the upper diameter 
measurement is taken at 15 ft. from the ground instead of at half 
height. 

The preparation, accuracy, and use of the table are explained fully 
in an introduction. There is, I think, one small omission: it is 
necessary to look up one of the earlier published papers listed by the 
authors to find out that the volume of the sample trees used to 
prepare the table was calculated in 10 ft. sections from Huber's 
formula. This could have been briefly explained in this bulletin. 

The Australian table is not as widely useful as the New Zealand 
one, which can be used for all exotic conifers and for volume stan- 
dards other than to a 4 in. top, but it is easier to use and should 
be ideal for South Australian conditions. -G.D. 

NEW ZEALAND NATIVE PLANT STUDIES. By William C. 
Davies. 328 pp. including 140 plates, + 2 maps. Wellington. 
A. H. & A. W. Reed, 1956. 

This book appears at first glance to be a miscellaneous collection 
of photographs accompanied by explanatory notes, and its nature 
inevitably renders it somewhat disjointed. The text, which can be 
read through in two or three hours, is arranged in ten chapters, 
each of which provides a short introduction to some aspect of New 
Zealand plant geography, ecology, morphology, or taxonomy. There 
are a few typographical errors which should not have escaped the 
proof-reader, and in some places the arrangement is confusing, but 
on the whole the presentation is of a high standard. 

In his preface, Davies approaches his subject with great modesty. 
As he explains, his photographs are "largely the product of a labour 
of love during vacations and other leisure time." He intended the 
book to serve as an illustrative complement to previous publications, 
and expressed the hope that it would promote a wider knowledge 
and appreciation of the affinities, the diversity, and the beauty of 
New Zealand plants, and would thereby contribute to their preser- 
vation. Students familiar with the writings of Cockayne will be 
disappointed if they expect it to widen their botanical knowledge, but 
one would be unfair to condemn it for failing to do something which 
it was never meant to do. On the contrary, it may stimulate the 
interest of many a newcomer to the vegetation of New Zealand, and 
it will fascinate and delight the enthusiast whose botany is of a 
sentimental sort. 

The photographs are admirable. For the most part, they portray the 
plants well; many of them convey something of the intrinsic beauty 
of form, texture, and pattern of the subjects; and, for anyone who 
knows and loves the haunts of the true natives of this land, there is 
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an appealing atmosphere about some of the pictures which goes 
straight to the heart. 

lt-is a pleasure to look through this book in tolerant mood, and, to 
this reviewer at least, it leaves an abiding impression of a man who 
was a great photographer and a sincere lover of New Zealand plants. 

-M.H.B. 

BOOK OF FERNS. By Greta Stevenson. 160 pp., illustrated. Dune- 
din: John Mclndoe. 1954. 

Dr. Cone, here writing under her maiden name, says in her intro- 
duction that this book "is intended for beginners, particularly children, 
who will find it easier to refer to than a large technical book, and 
handy to use either at home or in the field." A professional botanist 
is perhaps inclined to take too strict an attitude towards a book like 
this, but, since it is intended for beginners, the reviewer may be 
included among those for whom it was written. 

It is a somewhat misleading book. The title is ill-chosen: one has 
to turn several pages before learning that it is primarily concerned 
with the systematics of certain New Zealand ferns. One is told (p. 8) 
that "the ferns have a distinctive leaf pattern, so that each one can 
be recognised at any time of year", but, if this were true for the 
beginner, other characters would not be so much relied on for 
identification. On the same page it is stated: "One is able to identify 
a fern with confidence by matching it with an illustration." Against 
this may be quoted H. H. Allan's remark about the classification of 
ferns: "All [students] have found the subject fascinating, but beset 
with difficulties." These difficulties remain, and will not be obviated 
by attempts to match specimens with illustrations. 

On p. 23 the author alludes to Professor Copeland's recent revision 
of the classification and to Miss Crookes' acceptance of it, and then 
reverts almost entirely to the classification as presented in Cheese- 
man's flora in 1925; Copeland's names are given in parentheses as 
synonyms. Only an expert pteridologist can discuss the justice of this 
course, but, in view of the imminent publication of a new, revised 
flora of New Zealand, it is a pity that Dr. Cone's work should have 
been published at this time. 

T& typography and reproduction are good, although one is annoyed 
to find Blechnurn nzinus for Blechnurn minor in three places. The 
cover is far too flimsy for a book of reference. The book appears to 
contribute little, if anything, original to our knowledge of ferns, and 
yet one looks in vain for proper acknowledgement of the author's 
sources of information. 

She is to be commended for her enthusiasm and industry, and 
particularly for some of her line drawings, but the forester at least, 
who wishes to learn something about his ferns, would do better with 
Dobbie's "New Zealand Ferns", 4th ed., revised by Marguerite 
Crookes, than with this book. -M.H.B. 


