
HONORARY MEMBERS, 1971 

Allan Priestley Thomson 

Priestley Thomson was born in Wellington in 1913. He 
graduated B.Sc.(Forestry) from Canterbury University Col
lege in 1934. He was an active participant in student athletics 
and was regularly involved in University Easter tournaments. 
He was particularly successful as a long-distance runner. He 
spent the early part of 1935 as a yardman with Stuart and 
Chapman Ltd. in Westland and later joined the State Forest 
Service as a workman in Wellington Conservancy, where he 
was engaged in nursery work, establishment and tending 
operations, mill studies and timber appraisal. He resigned 
from the Forest Service in 1937 to travel overseas in order 
to broaden his knowledge of forestry. He worked in Gabon, 
French Equatorial Africa, as a forest officer and logging super
visor. Late in 1939 he returned to New Zealand and rejoined 
the Forest Service as a Forest Assistant in Nelson. In 1940 
he volunteered for military service and entered camp in 
February, serving later with a N.Z. Forestry Company in 
Britain. Upon release from military service he undertook a 
tour of the United States, returning home late in 1944. He was 
for a short period in Nelson and Wellington Conservancies 
before transferring to Rotorua to take charge of the National 
Forest Survey. In 1947 he was appointed Officer-in-charge of 
the Forest Experiment Station, forerunner of the Forest Re
search Institute, while continuing to control the National 
Forest Survey. The next year he was appointed Assistant 
Conservator of Forests, Rotorua, while still retaining responsi
bility for the Forest Experiment Station and Survey. He 
transferred to Head Office in 1951 as Working Plans Officer. 
In 1955 he took up the charge of Conservator, Christchurch, 
and moved to Rotorua as Conservator in 1959. Two years 
later he was appointed Director, Forest Management Division, 
Head Office. Two years later again he became Assistant 
Director-General of Forests, and in 1971 succeeded A. L. Poole 
as Director-General. 

Priestley Thomson is a much travelled forester. During 
1948 he attended a Forestry and Timber Utilisation Conference 
for Asia and the Pacific in India. On the return trip he investi
gated forest research in Australia. In 1960 he attended a meet
ing of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission in New Delhi, and 
later the same year he led a delegation to the Fifth World 
Forestry Congress at Seattle. In 1961 he attended an AUSTIS 
Conference and undertook a short tour in Australia in 1962. 
In 1964 he attended a FAO/IUFRO Symposium on Inter
nationally Dangerous Tree Diseases in Britain, and later in
vestigated developments in pulp and paper manufacture in 
the U.S.A. and Canada. Early in 1966 he completed a Colombo 
Plan assignment in Thailand, Cambodia and Laos. In 1968 
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he took part in NAFTA discussions in Australia. The follow
ing year he visited Japan, Korea and Taiwan in order to 
investigate proposals to utilize timber advertised for sale 
from Kaingaroa Forest, and to examine prospects for expand
ing exports of forest products to Asia. In 1970 he spent three 
months in Yugoslavia where, under a UN Development Pro
gramme, he led a team to organize the rehabilitation of 
forests in four provinces of that country. 

Priestley Thomson has always had a strong interest in 
tramping and mountaineering, and has a number of first 
ascents to his credit. He is a Past President of the N.Z. 
Alpine Club. For many years he has been actively interested 
in the work of young New Zealanders overseas as a Council 
member of Volunteer Service Abroad. 

He was first associated with the N.Z. Institute of Foresters 
while at university, joining as a Student Member in 1932. He 
was elected to Associate status in 1937 and became a full 
Member in 1945. He was a member of Council and Public 
Relations Officer from 1946 to 1948, and a Council member 
from 1952 to 1954 and 1964 to 1966. From 1948 to 1952 he was 
Honorary Secretary, and Editor of the N.Z. Journal of Forestry 
from 1955 to 1959. From 1960 to 1962 he was Vice-President 
of the Institute, and President for the following two years. He 
has published many papers, both in the Journal and elsewhere, 
many of them of a lively and challenging nature. Elevation 
to Honorary Member is in recognition of his important con
tributions to forestry in this country, and in particular of his 
long and vigorous participation and interest in the affairs of 
the Institute. 

David Kennedy 

David Kennedy graciously accepted his elevation to Honor
ary Member of the Institute in absentia per medium of a tape 
recorder. Prior to his retirement from the N.Z. Forest Service 
in December 1969, he had served New Zealand forestry for 
more than 40 years, commencing in 1927 as a Ranger student 
at the Canterbury School of Forestry, whence he emerged as 
a labourer (skilled) and served in Canterbury and Southland 
Conservancies. Subsequently he became a much-travelled 
officer, serving in Head Office, Ohakuna, Te Whaiti, Whaka
rewarewa, Kaingaroa, and Rotorua, before taking up the posi
tion of Conservator in Hokitika and later the same position 
in Rotorua. In his career he has seen, and participated in, the 
rise of exotic forestry from a massive tree planting operation 
to its present complex commercial undertaking, and the steady 
decline in the importance of indigenous utilization. His major 
claim to fame (although it might seem invidious to stress one 
aspect of his many-faceted career) is the change he wrought 
in Westland where, in the space of nine years, he introduced 
a number of developments — podocarp management, conver
sion to exotics, beech research — where previously the Forest 
Service had been concerned solely with timber sales. 

Although he characteristically claims to have spent the last 
decade or so "wallowing along in the slipstream generated by 
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the fast-moving developments of the past 15 years, trying to 
keep somewhere within sight of younger colleagues who do 
all the work", those who have had the good fortune to work 
for him know very well that he was always up with the ploy, if 
not ahead of it. 

He is justly famed for his keen observation and perception 
of the passing scene, his comments being expressed with 
unique fluency and unnerving humour. 

His service to the Institute is also notable. He served six 
years on Council, two years as Vice-President and one term in 
the President's chair. He made many marked contributions to 
Institute meetings. His published papers, although not numer
ous, were invariably important contributions to current fores
try thought. 

It is fitting that his contributions to the Institute and to 
forestry in this country have been formally recognized by his 
elevation to Honorary Member. 
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