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dealing with the environment. A rough count, not including 
divisions 0'1 State departments, reveals a total of 24 national 
statutory bodies, to which inust be added numerous catch- 
ment authorities and loical bodies. Twelve departments of 
State are named. The succinct descriptions of the responsi- 
bilities of each body are admirable. There are occasional im- 
portant comments also; for example: "The Land Use Commit- 
tee procedure is limited in that it applies only to' Crown 
owned lands, an~d it operates without a regional framework 
of olbjectives and policies." 

Section threle deals with the question of law - common 
law in rclation to statutes, and the effects of international 
treaties. Those interested in fishing, nuclear pollution, 
weapons and space could with profit peruse these 12 pages. 
But the nonlegal person would have to seek elsewhere to 
determine the meaning of some of the terms (locus standi, 
for example) and it would be helpful to include a short glos- 
sary for the uninitiated 

Section four continues with the legal position, including 
public rights, and there is a useful section on cases brought 
under the Town and Country Planning Act and the Water 
and Soil Conservation Act. 

Curiously there is no sectlor, on research, although DSIR 
research divisions are listed in Appendix 3. Surely research 
branches of the Ministry olf Agriculture and Fisheries, and 
of the Forest Service. x e  of cqual importance to ojther divi- 
sions olf Government dcpartments, and more important than 
several of the statutory boldies listed in section two. 

I t  would also have becn useful (although not strictly re- 
lated to environmental law) to list the many non-statutory 
bodies, such as the Royal Forest and Bird Proteclion Society 
and the acclimatisation societics, which surely have a useful 
role to play rn environmental matters. 

These are minor criticisms. In most respects the Guide is 
admirable. One could only wish that a similar compilation 
were available on the topic of trces and forests. 

C. G. R. Chavasse 

THE HANMER FOREST WALKS, by L. W. McCaskill and 
J. H. Johns. Published by New Zealand Forest Service, 1975 
80 pages. $3, available from Christchurch buoltsellers. 

This attractively illustrated boloklet is a guide to the walks 
which have been proivided for public use in Iianmer State 
Forest. After a shori foreword by the Director-General of 
Forests, an introductory chapter briefly outlines the histolry 
of the region and olf the forest. Each olf the four walks (the 
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dland Walk. thc Conical I Till Walk, a ~ 3  
the Mount Isolbcl Sub-alpine Walk) is described in detail, 
with notte~s on the trees and plants which can bc seen along 
the route or at numbered stops. There is also a brief note on 
the forest drive, the route of which may vary according to 
forest operations in pmgress. Scattered throughout the text 
are photos (mainly in coloiur) olf somc of the plants, birds, 
and views which may be seen in the area. 

As a guide to visitors, this book suffers from a lack of 
cross-refelrencing or indexing. There is no Table of Contents, 
which makes it difficult to locate the start 01 the description 
fur cach walk. Statements, such as thc one on page 36 that 
information about the species to be seen on the forest drive 
will bc found in the dlescrjptions o~f the walks, incan that 
several pagcs may have to be searched to find the required 
information. Similarly, when reading a description o~f the 
flowers o~f alder on page 13 it would be helphl to know that 
the flowers are illustrated on page 58. 

The map, tucked away at the end, lacks a lot of the detail 
required for a booklet of this nature. The position of each of 
the numbcrec! stops on the walks should be ind~icated and the 
map should cover the whole forest, or at least the area and 
rolrtds likely to be part 01 the lorest drive. Other omissions 
from the map include the lookout (mentioned on page 7) and 
Percival Rivzr (mentioned on page 36). 

I t  is perhaps worth considering the role of guide books 
such as this one. The number oif pelople prepared to spend 
$3 on a boolk describing the plants present on a track which 
they may walk over only once is probably fairly limited. 
Armed with one of the more expensive accounts of commonly 
occurring plants in New Zealand, a visitor could walk many 
tracks along which the plants wcre labelled, learning just as 
much, but at a lownrcr total cost than that incurred if scvleral 
booklets such as thc Haniner one were purchased. Such 
general textbooks are also1 handier for reference in the hotme, 
as the description of each plant is often accompanied by an 
illustratioln. I t  might be better if the Forest Service conc:n- 
trated on producing cheaper publjcations, giving adcquate 
maps and directions for following the routels available. De- 
scriptive information should concentratc on local history add 
itcins peculiar to thz area covered. References should also 
bc given to available textbaoks which are likely to be useful 
whcn visiting a range of State folrests and forest parks. 

Despite the limitations found in this boohklet, it Is hearten- 
ing that the Forest Service has made an effort tot prodbce a 
guide for one of the forests which the public are encouraged 
to visit. Hopefully this will be extended ta  cover all such 
forests. A. D. McEwen 


