
PRELIMINARY YIELD FIGURES FOR INSIGNIS 
PINE. 

We print in this issue of Te Kura Ngahere a yield 
table for insignis pine in Mid-Canterbury, prepared by a 
senior student at the School of Forestry. This is the first 
large-scale investigation of the yields of our exotic conifers 
to be made in this country, and as such will be the subject 
of great interest and much criticism. In deciding to pub
lish the table, the Editor is well aware that the investiga
tions have been restricted to a very limited district, and are 
not complete even for that district. Also, as the volumes 
were derived from a table in itself only preliminary, and 
including considerable extrapolation of values, it may be 
said that the figures are open to question. Within limits, 
this is true, but it is believed the limits of error are pro
portionately small. The field work and compilation was 
done to the Editor's own knowledge, to as high a degree of 
accuracy as possible, along standard lines and it is believed 
that the figures will stand the test of thorough scrutiny. 

The volumes given are total cubic volumes above 
stump, so that the figures are directly comparable with 
other districts and countries on a basis of actual growth 
regardless of conversion factors. 

In considering these figures, it must be borne in mind 
first, that most of the areas of large scale planting of insig
nis pine in this province will seemingly fall into Sites IL 
and III. Second, the yields given are normal yields for 
stands of full density. Under present practice, which has 
so far neglected thinning or any other form of silviculture 
or protection (aside from fire), the average density actu
ally obtaining in 25-35 years old stands on the plains is 
generally below 50 per cent., due to chronic windfall. 

The great difference between these figures, and those 
presented to the 1913 Commission (mentioned in another 
article in this issue) as. well as those promised so confid
ently by the bondsellers for commercial tree planting firms, 
gives food for much serious thought. 
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